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State of California « Natural Resources Agency Gavin Newsom, Governor

”Pg:* DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION Armando Quintero, Director
15101 Lancaster Road

Lancaster CA 93536

(661) 726-1206

July 23, 2026

Dear Potential Partnership,

This year marks 118 year of the establishment of the town of Allensworth, California
which is now a California State Historic Park. This is also the 50" anniversary of Colonel
Allensworth State Historic Park becoming a California State Park. The Department will
mark this anniversary through our special event programs, one of which.is the “Annual
Town Rededication” which will be held October 10, 2026. Several thousand people are
expected to attend. One of the opening day activities at this event will be the “Colonel
Allensworth 5k Run Walk for Health.” Fort the 18™ year, the 5k Run Walk for Health will
take place in the park.

As you are aware, addressing health issues is one of the highest priorities facing
California and the country at large. This event will bring focus to this very important
Issue. In August of 1908, Colonel Allen Allensworth and four of other settlers
established atown founded, financed and governed by African Americans. In 1974
California State Parks purchased land within the historical town site of Allensworth and
it became Colonel Allensworth State Historic Park. Today, a collection of lovingly
restored and reconstructed early 20th century buildings once again dots this flat farm
country giving new life to the dreams of these visionary pioneers.

We cordially invite you to join us in a partnership to showcase the history of Allensworth,
which is now a State Historic Park. We have enclosed a partnership package for your
review. Please contact Dorothy Benjamin, Project Coordinator at (916) 346-4767 or
info@allensworth5krunwalk.org to discuss your participation in the Colonel Allensworth
5k Run Walk for Health.

Thank you for your time consideration.
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Russ Dingman

District Superintendent

Great Basin District
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